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Introduction: 
Homosexuality is sexual desire towards or sexual activity with a member of the 
same sex.   
 
In a growing number of denominations, the Bible’s moral statements are 
increasingly seen as irrelevant to our culture.  An individual person’s experience is 
treated as a higher authority than the Scriptures. 
 
As Christians, our opinions on this issue cannot be influenced by culture.  Our 
behavior must be consistent with what God’s Word has to say.  The Bible is our final 
authority and the Bible has much to say about sexual sins, including homosexuality.   
 
God created men and women for each other and ordained sex only in the context of 
a lifetime commitment in a biblical marriage (between a man and a woman).  Man is 
enhanced and fulfilled by his wife and his wife is enhanced and fulfilled by her 
husband. This is God’s plan for men and women. 
 
Fairness 
Christians, especially, are sensitive to the issue of fairness. Most sincere Christians 
have a biblical attitude that we are all sinners and we all have our struggles. 
Christians recognize that people in a homosexual lifestyle are people, made in the 
image of God, who should be treated fairly by all.      

Admittedly, it is not a perfect world and some may have an "us versus them" 
mentality which is decidedly unbiblical and wrong. To the extent that some people, 
in the name of Christianity, have fostered a hateful attitude toward any group of 
people, we sincerely apologize.    

While it is very important to strive for fairness for everyone, it is equally important 
to consider an important concept: While all people are created equal, not all ideas or 
behaviors are equal.  

There is, in fact, truth vs. ideas. This is intuitively obvious, as well as biblically 
obvious. And it is the place at which we must begin. It is the key statement that 
must be made in this debate. In the area of human sexuality, for example, adultery 
is not morally equivalent to fidelity. Prostitution is not morally equivalent to sex 
with love. Fornication is not morally equivalent to the virtue of chastity.   



What Does the Bible Say  
There are claims that the Bible does not really condemn homosexual behavior or 
that Jesus would not condemn this behavior. But let's look at what the Bible 
actually says.      

The Bible contains 9 specific references to homosexuality: 4 in the Old Testament 
(Genesis 19:1-25; Judges 19:22-30; Leviticus 18:22; and Leviticus 20:13) and 5 in 
the New Testament (Romans 1:24-28; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10; 1 Timothy 1:8-11; 2 
Peter 2:6-10; and Jude 7). In addition, there are numerous other passages that touch 
on this topic indirectly through comments on the biblical view of marriage and 
family, promiscuity, and sexual purity. Included in these references are Genesis 
2:18-25; Proverbs 18:22; Mark 7:21, 1 Thessalonians 4:3-5; Romans 6:13, 13:13; 1 
Corinthians 6:13, 18-19; Galatians 5:19-21; Colossians 3:5; Revelation 21:8, 
22:15.     

Homosexual behavior is always discussed in the Bible as a serious sin. It is often 
discussed in the context of idolatry. In that context it is listed among other 
particularly heinous sins as examples of how depraved one can become when 
idolatry is present. Idolatry is a most serious offense against God. 

Historical Christian interpretation has consistently viewed homosexual behavior as 
sinful. The modern word sodomy even comes from the biblical account of Sodom 
and Gomorrah. But it should be pointed out that what the Bible condemns is not 
personality traits such as feminine feelings on the part of a man (or masculine 
feelings on the part of a woman). It condemns the act of homosexual sex. There are 
those who take some of the passages of Scripture above and attempt to show that 
they do not really mean to condemn homosexuality. But these arguments fall short, 
and upon investigation become an obvious ploy to distort the plain meaning of 
Scripture. As applies to other doctrines of the Bible, one must avoid trying to 
interpret Scripture in light of one's proclivities, and instead, interpret one's 
proclivities in light of Scripture. The Bible is the grid. It is wrong to overlay your 
own grid on the Bible.  

Is the biblical view still valid? One view, that the law in Leviticus was intended for 
the ancient Hebrews and does not apply today, must be considered. The Old 
Testament condemns as evil many things that are commonly accepted in the 
modern world (eating pork, etc.). It is helpful to understand the difference between 
CIVIL or CEREMONIAL LAWS versus MORAL LAWS in the Bible. While civil or 
ceremonial laws can and do change from country to country, moral laws do not 
change because they are rooted in the nature of man. The New Testament repealed 
various Old Testament ceremonial Jewish laws (Acts 10:12-15, Colossians 2:11-16, 



Romans 14:17). But, the Bible is consistent throughout on moral law, which 
includes homosexual behavior.   

What did Jesus say? No specific sermon or story that Jesus may have given about 
specific homosexual behavior is found in Scripture. But an argument from silence 
would be incorrect. The Bible does not record that Jesus ever mentioned rape, 
incest, pedophilia, or other blatant sins by name either. But just because Jesus does 
not mention them, does not imply that we should commit these offenses against 
God and each other.  

Jesus is very clear on the proper marriage relationship (Matthew 19:4-5). In this 
passage Jesus is reiterating what Moses taught (Genesis 2:24) about marriage and 
family. Anything contrary to this—any sexual relationship outside of a committed 
marriage relationship between one man and one woman—demeans the institution 
of marriage and is unbiblical.  Jesus was quite clear about his contempt for sexual 
immorality (Mark 7:21). Jesus' teaching on moral issues in fact toughened and 
strengthened them, such as in Matthew 5:27-30 when he expanded our 
understanding of sexual sin to even lusting in our heart!   

Jesus didn't merely accept people as he found them—he turned people's lives 
around. After his encounter with Jesus, the tax collector Zacchaeus pledged to pay 
back his debts fourfold (Luke 19). And Jesus made it clear to the adulteress in John 8 
to leave her life of sin.  Further, Jesus specifically said that he did not come to 
abolish the law (Matthew 5:17). Jewish law was quite clear on homosexual 
behavior.  

To suggest that Jesus would have condoned homosexual behavior is twisting 
Scripture for political correctness. 

The God of the Bible is not merely a God of love and forgiveness. God has 
characteristics of love and justice (among others). Jesus, for example, warns about 
hell more than any other biblical figure! We must not underestimate the holiness of 
God, who demands right conduct—in fact, perfection (Matthew 5:48). For examples 
of the wrath and judgment of God, read: Genesis 2:17; 2 Kings 17:18; Psalm 74:1, 
79:5, 90:11; Proverbs 10:16; Zephaniah 3:8; Matthew 5:29, 7:13, 25:46; Romans 
1:32, 2:8, 6:23; 1 Corinthians 6:9; Galatians 6:7-8; Philippians 3:19; 2 Thessalonians 
1:9; James 1:15; and Revelation 20:12-15.     

There are those who suggest that God is merely a God of love and accepts people 
just as they are. Certainly that is incorrect. God does not accept us as we are. He 
demands repentance.  



The Theology       
The theology of this debate is as old as Adam and Eve. In Genesis 3, when God tells 
Adam and Eve not to eat the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, the 
issue was whether Adam and Eve would abide by God's commands. Adam and Eve 
decided for themselves what was right when they disobeyed God and ate of the 
fruit. Ever since that day, mankind has tried to decide for ourselves what is good or 
bad, in dangerous disregard of God's command.  

Sanctity of Marriage      
In recent years, the homosexual movement has centered on giving marriage-like 
benefits to gay couples. Many in the culture have mistakenly concluded that 
marriage is merely an institution for the convenience of adults. In actuality, 
marriage is the bedrock institution for culture to sustain itself through having and 
nurturing children.  

There are complementary aspects to a man and woman that are important to the 
institution of marriage, which go beyond the obvious physical attributes. There are 
things that a man needs that can only be provided by a woman, and vice versa. 
These complementary aspects are important to the relationship of the couple itself, 
as well as to the children. One does not have to appeal to religion to instinctively 
understand this. Yet statistics verify the structure of the traditional family as the 
approach to raising children that gives the best measurable results. The 
overwhelming body of social science research agrees that children do best when 
raised in homes with married, opposite-sex parents. Every child has the right to 
both a mom and a dad.       

Yet we cannot divorce the institution of marriage from its theological roots. We 
acknowledge that marriage is an institution given by God (Genesis 2:24). The 
Creator of the Universe established the relationship between a man and a woman, 
thus it is a divine institution, not a human one. To confer marriage-like rights to 
gays is not the prerogative of people (Matthew 19:6). (This includes civil unions or 
domestic partnerships, as they are merely marriage by other names.)  

Defining marriage is the prerogative of God. Whatever may tend to undermine the 
institution of marriage would also undermine the authority of God, as well as hurt 
society. Liberals may argue, "Why should we arbitrarily select only heterosexual 
couples for marriage? What can it hurt if two homosexuals want to marry?" The 
answer is surprisingly simple. The institution of marriage between and man a 
woman is not, in fact, arbitrary. It's purpose is clear and of utmost importance to 
society.     



Born That Way 
The issue of special rights for homosexuals hinges in part on the notion that the 
trait is genetic. To date there is no credible evidence to support this view, though 
many have been searching for a gay gene for years. There have been three "studies" 
which were once cited to suggest an inherited homosexual trait, but all three have 
been scientifically discredited. (One of these was the 1991 study by Simon LeVay. 
Another was a study by J.M. Baily and R.C. Pillard in 1991. The third was the Dean 
Hamer study in 1993.)     

The medical and scientific evidence suggest that indeed, there is no such thing as 
"homosexuality," in the sense of genetic determination. Those who insist on a 
genetic cause must answer an obvious question. Whenever we hear of someone 
who says that so-and-so was "born gay," we ask, "Which parent did he inherit his 
homosexuality from?" Obviously, homosexuals do not propagate themselves. 
Wouldn't natural selection have eliminated any gene that resisted propagation from 
the population? Then what does cause homosexual tendencies?  

Many who have counseled people who practice homosexuality are convinced that 
in most cases there has been a serious and extreme loss of confidence in one’s 
manhood (or womanhood). This may have been the result of extremely detached 
parenting (especially from the father), from some other person who had a major 
influence at a young age, childhood sexual encounters, etc. But some admit the 
reason they got into the homosexual lifestyle was simply because of its 
availability.  

More and more, representatives of the gay community are acknowledging that 
homosexual behavior is simply a choice. Gareth Kirkby of Xtra West, a gay 
publication, said that there is no longer any need to lie about it. He admits that he 
freely chose the lifestyle.  

Those in the gay lifestyle can and do come out of it. Various studies show that 
success rates of those wanting to leave the lifestyle range from 30% to 70%. It is, 
no doubt, difficult to leave the lifestyle. One reason it is so difficult is because of its 
addictive nature. Even if it were shown that there is a genetic component to 
homosexuality that would still not make it right. Compare, for example, alcoholism. 
It is generally believed that there is an inherited tendency for alcoholism. But that 
inherited tendency does not condone the behavior, nor does one who inherits the 
trait necessarily become addicted to alcohol. Society tries to compassionately help 
those caught in that addiction. While difficult, many people inflicted with 
alcoholism are successful in reforming their lives. All human beings are faced with 
sexual temptation of some sort during their lifetime. Homosexual attractions and 



temptations are not exempted, just as adultery is not exempted from being sinful 
behavior. As heterosexuals, we argue that we ourselves have a tendency—which we 
are certain is genetically inherited—to want to cheat on our spouse. This desire is 
quite strong. Yet we do not act on this desire and are able to suppress it. Many 
young people go through a normal period of examining their sexuality. If during 
this period society tells them that homosexual conduct is okay, they may be 
encouraged to try it. This experimentation may lead to a lifestyle that would not 
otherwise occur if the cultural mandate were not present. 

The Lifestyle      
Homosexual activists and often the uninformed media leave us with the impression 
that the gay lifestyle is filled with love and tenderness. No doubt this is often true. 
But statistics, again, show another reality.  Life-long monogamy is nearly non-
existent among those in a homosexual lifestyle, including those who profess to be 
"married." Promiscuity is rampant. Many contacts are between strangers with 70% 
of gays estimating that they had sex only once with over half of their partners. 
Various studies indicate that gays average somewhere between 10 and 110 
different sex partners per year. A 1981 study found that only 2% of homosexuals 
could be classified as monogamous or even semi-monogamous (having 10 or fewer 
lifetime sexual partners.)  Gay researches McWhirter and Mattison studied 156 gay 
male couples whose relationship lasted from 1 to 37 years. They found that all the 
couples whose relationships lasted more than 5 years incorporated some provision 
for outside sexual activity. There was not a single long-term monogamous couple.   
The sin of promiscuity is an aspect of heterosexual behavior as well. But statistics 
indicate that it is a far greater factor in the gay lifestyle.  It can be said with 
impunity that what advocates of gay marriage really want is not just marriage 
rights. They want a world without any sexual inhibitions or limitations.     

A Way Out?       
Many people in the homosexual lifestyle are saying that what they want is 
acceptance. But those who have counseled homosexuals say that they often reveal 
a deeper desire of wanting out of the problem.      

What does our compassion as Christians demand? Our concern is marked by a 
broken-hearted grieving over the condition of the sinner. Shouldn't our mercy and 
love be to help bring the lives of everyone into conformity with the will of God? 

The evidence supports our confidence that God's commands are not arbitrary, but 
that they are for our own good. Studies consistently support the idea that, on 
average, those persons who are living a biblical lifestyle have happier, more 
successful, and healthier lives than those who do not. This includes having a more 



satisfying sex life!      

If you are caught up in the homosexual lifestyle, we suggest to you that the loss of 
confidence in your gender was probably from someone who convinced you of such. 
But God does not see you that way! He sees you as the man (or woman) that he 
made you. If you have a problem, it is one of authority.  Jesus changes people from 
the inside out. There is no hope for a broken world or a broken life other than 
through Jesus. Through Jesus, there is hope for us all. 

NOTE: Research on paper taken from various articles from the Family Research 
Council and also the writings of William Lane Craig of Reasonable Faith.  

 


